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Jail Diversion and Behavioral Health Subcommittee of the Reentry Network 

Endorse Mandate and Work Plan 
 

Santa Clara County, CA—Today, the members of the Jail Diversion and Behavioral Health Subcommittee 

of the Reentry Network convened for the first time and confirmed their mandate, which is to: 

1. Identify strategies for preventing individuals with mental health needs from becoming 

offenders; 

2. Identify gaps and strategies for community based treatment solutions for individuals with 

mental health and substance use problems who have a history of or are at risk of offending; 

3. Assess training needs of relevant personnel (ex. law enforcement, first responders); 

4. Ensure cultural competency is included in all community based solutions and discharge 

planning; and 

5. Be prepared to address any other relevant issues as they arise from the Subcommittee’s work. 

Subcommittee members also agreed on the work plan and the fact that they need to put forward 

funding recommendations to the Board of Supervisors in order to meet the budget process 

requirements. Over the next three months, the subcommittee will work to devise a Santa Clara County 

jail diversion program with alternatives to incarceration and appropriate placements and support 

services. In order for this to happen, the subcommittee will review the existing data and services for 

individuals with mental health and substance abuse issues who will need to be diverted from jails and 

assess treatment and other needs to help them succeed in the community. To set the foundation for 

future work, the subcommittee received a report from the Office of Reentry Services detailing existing 

jail diversion programs in the County. 

“Behavioral health has long played a significant role in incarceration and recidivism,” said subcommittee 

Co-Chair Cindy Chavez. “The recommendations of this ‘No-Entry’ subcommittee, in addition to the work 

of the Blue Ribbon Commission on Improving Custody Operations and the County Reentry Center will 

help redefine how the county approaches public safety.” 

In December 2015, the Board of Supervisors unanimously approved of the Jail Diversion and Behavioral 

Health Subcommittee of the Reentry Network that arose from the recommendation originally put forth 

by Judge Stephen Manley in his capacity as a member of the Blue Ribbon Commission on Improving 

Custody Operations. 

Subcommittee Co-Chair Judge Stephen Manley remarked, “I am encouraged by the commitment and 

progress being made to address longstanding issues involving the treatment of mentally ill offenders in  
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our jails and greater county system of care. The formation of the subcommittee is the first of many steps 

in tackling this major challenge. The willingness of the Board of Supervisors, especially Supervisors 

Chavez and Cortese, to address these issues head-on is commendable and I am convinced that we are 

going to see major and welcome changes to help the mentally ill.” 

The next meeting of the Jail Diversion and Behavioral Health Subcommittee of the Reentry Network will 

be on Friday, March 25 at 12:00pm, in the Sheriff’s Auditorium. 
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